Reviewed By 
Norman — Glover. 


In his first musical solo effort since leaving 
Twelfth Night, Geoff ann has procuced an uncompromising 
cassette album of great merit. There are no safe or 
easy options taken on this album. [t is not "Easy List- 
ening'. If your idea of music is lavisn and slickly 
produced songs which consist of the clicned format of: 
verse/chorus/verse/middle eignt/cnorus/end, then with 
this album you°are in for an eye opening surorise. 

The opening track One of tne Green Things RAS 
with the tracks 'Theosneak' and 'HKello' on side two, 
consists of a simple cnrase repeated and repeated (with 
very little musical backing). This reaches almost manic 
proportions = a bizarre cross between ‘onty Python and 
Laurie Anderson. The remaining four tracks on the first 
side follow on a slightly more conformist format (only 
slightly!). ‘Confusion Rains" and "Big Fen" are both 
interesting songs = worthy of a closer study than this 
Orief review allows. 

Next is 'Somewhere Here' which features some very 
interesting social comment: “argaret Thatcher please take note! The last track 
on side one is 'Hope Hospital' which is the most immediate and accessable track 
On the’tape. It would be tne ideal chance for a single. 

Turning the tape over to the second side, tne first track is 'Theospeak' 
which is followed by 'I Don't Relieve ‘’ou'. In this song Geoff sincerely puts 
forward his faith and belief in God. This is done witnout tne usual preaching & 
pretention and it comes across as honest and toucning. 

The predominant instrument used On all the songs so far mentioned is a drum 
machine. Therefore all the songs have a very strong rhythmic feel to them. It is 
almost tribal in parts - and this feel is accentuated by Geoff's double tracked 
Chants and screams. 

The longest track on the tape, clocking in at just under 20 mins, is the 
curiously titled 'Saster Bunnies Do The Salforse Hustle Pt.g'. The backbone of 
this song is heavily echoed guitar phrases not totally disimilar to the famous 
Andy Revel echoed guitar technique. In fact the opening phrase is strongly rem- 
iniscent of the introduction to 'Sequences'’. 

In true contrary fashion the tape ends with 'Hello'! 

Geoff Mann is a rare breed in thecurrent music scene; an artist with some- 
thing to say that is worth hearing. The corner stones of Geoff's work are hon- 
esty, integrity and intelligence. I believe 'CHANTS WOULD BE A FINE THING' to be 
a substantial work of considerable importance. Be adventurous and don't miss 1%. 





The tape was recorded at the 'T'TLIGHT SOUND! studio, SALFORD between the 
29th and 3lst Jan. It is a solid 5) mins. featuring: - 
Jane “ann - Mandolin, Violin, Voice. 













Shelagh Day - Voice. 
Dave Mortimer - Guitars. 
Geoff Mann - Vocals, Guitars, ~ercussion. 


CHANTS.» > is available for £3.00 
from:- 59 Duchy St 
Sal Ford 
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